Role of opioid analgesics.
The clinical pharmacology of the narcotic-type analgesics is discussed in depth. Relative analgesic potency, peak and duration of analgesia, oral potency, and adverse effects are reviewed, With an emphasis on the clinical application of this knowledge. The differences among psychologic dependence, physical dependence, and tolerance are carefully delineated. Guidelines are provided for using narcotic-type analgesics in the management of patients with cancer.